
NATIONAL FAMILY VIOLENCE PREVENTION  
LEGAL SERVICES

WORKING TO ACHIEVE IMPROVED JUSTICE OUTCOMES FOR ABORIGINAL AND TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER  
VICTIMS/SURVIVORS OF FAMILY VIOLENCE AND SEXUAL ASSAULT

Family Violence Prevention Legal Services provide specialist, culturally safe legal services and supports to 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander victim/survivors of family violence across Australia.

FAMILY VIOLENCE AGAINST ABORIGINAL AND TORRES 
STRAIT ISLANDER WOMEN IS A NATIONAL CRISIS

www.nationalfvpls.org

Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander women are

because of family violence
than other women

more likely to be 
hospitalised34x

Violence against 
Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander women 

has been projected to cost

by 2021–2022
$2.2 billion

more 
likely

Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander women are

to seek assistance from 
crisis homelessness services

15X

Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander women are

than other women

more likely 
to die from 
violent assault

REPRESENT 
ALMOST

Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander children

of all children in out of home care 
despite comprising only 4.4% 
of the national child population

35%

Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander women represent

of the prison population,
despite comprising only 2% 
of the Australian population

34%

Approximately

of violence against Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander Women is

NOT REPORTED

Family 

violence
is the primary 
driver for the  
removal of 
Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait 
Islander children
into out-of-
home care

Studies indicate that of the 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander women in prison over

87% were victims of sexual, 
physical or emotional abuse

are 
mothers
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www.nationalfvpls.org

Nationwide 14 FVPLSs
work with Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander victim/
survivors of family violence 

9

At current funding levels, FVPLSs service an area 
that covers approximately half the Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander population. Coverage 
in many remote areas is extremely limited, often 
consisting of only one or two days per month.

FVPLSs are unique, 
experienced and specialist service 
providers delivering culturally 
safe legal and non-legal services

FVPLSs were established in recognition of

the gap in access to legal services for 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander victims/ 
survivors of family violence and sexual assault

high rates of family violence in Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander communities

the high number of legal con�icts within 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Legal Services
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The National FVPLS Forum calls 
on the Federal Government to
ensure all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
women have access to our specialist, culturally safe 
services regardless of their geographic location

provide certainty to Aboriginal victim/survivors 
and their communities through providing long-
term, secure funding commitments to all FVPLSs

of women contacting us have to 
be turned away because we don’t 
have the capacity to support them

FVPLSs report that up to

30-40%

SORRY
WE’RE FULL

The National FVPLS Forum 
calls on the Federal Government 
to reinstate the National 
Family Violence Prevention 
Legal Services Program

OVER THE LAST 5 YEARS 
FVPLSs HAVE DELIVERED

15,900
48,200

legal advices
non-legal 
advices

support to an 
average of

IN 2014 –15 FVPLSs PROVIDED 
OVER 3,050 LEGAL ADVICES AND 
OVER 11,000 NON-LEGAL ADVICES  

clients
per year2,284

The National FVPLS Forum 
calls on COAG to develop justice 
targets to reduce family violence 
and incarceration rates in Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander communities
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