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Greater investment into supporting Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander communities essential to preventing institutional child 
sexual abuse, says landmark Royal Commission report 
 
The National Family Violence Prevention and Legal Services Forum (National FVPLS Forum) 

welcomes the landmark findings of the Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child 

Sexual Abuse. The report identified the need for specific initiatives to be developed for Aboriginal 

and Torres Strait Islander people who experience child sexual abuse, as well as to prevent the 

removal of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children from their families and communities.  

“The Royal Commission has acknowledged the importance of culture and developing specific 

initiatives to keep our children safe,” said Antoinette Braybrook, Convenor of the National FVPLS 

Forum.  

“We work with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander women and children nationally who have 

experienced family violence, the Royal Commission identified that many of those have been 

victims of child sexual abuse.” 

The National FVPLS Forum played a pivotal role in raising awareness of the Royal Commission and 

supporting Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people to share their stories, receiving Federal 

Government funding to work in partnership with Knowmore Legal Services. 

“It’s the trust and confidence that our people have in us that takes us into those communities to 

raise awareness and provide support. We engage and work with many Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander people nationally who experience ongoing trauma resulting from child sexual abuse” said 

Ms Braybrook. “Our people’s access to Aboriginal community controlled organisations, like 

FVPLSs, is essential”. 

“Aboriginal community controlled organisations, like FVPLSs, are best placed to provide this 

support” said Ms Braybrook “Our services are holistic and culturally safe.”  

“Many Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people have shared their stories, now we need 

greater investment in Aboriginal community controlled organisations to provide the support that 

our people need.” 

 
Contact: Ben Schokman for Antoinette Braybrook, Convenor, National FVPLS Forum  

on 0403 622 810 or bschokman@fvpls.org 


